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I prepared his instructions and a draft of a Commercial Treaty to which it was morally certain that the Russian Government would agree, and met him, at Norfolk, the port from which he sailed, to furnish him with such parol explanations as I thought might be useful. His friends gave, him a public dinner at which he appeared to great advantage and he left the Country in unusual spirits. His whole demeanor and conversation during our interview at Nor-folk, served to justify my anticipations of his good conduct when he should be placed before the Country in a responsible position like that in which he now stood and inspired me with the strongest confidence that his Mission would be a successful one.
But these pleasant expectations were destined to meet with a sad disappointment. Distressed by the dangerous illness of his favorite Juba and alarmed about his own health, he left St. Petersburg!!, panic-struck by its climate, for London shortly after his arrival at his post, and never returned to it. Other considerations and feeling may and very probably did contribute to produce this result, but it would now be worse^ than useless to speculate about them. We did not even then think it profitable to enquire about them, regarding the denouement as conclusively proving his unfitness for the diplomatic service and our mistake in selecting him. Smarting under a consciousness of the responsibility he had incurred by his precipitate retreat and apprehensive of being abandoned by his government in the face of Europe he resorted to an expedient to prevent such a result to which I believe nothing but a morbid condition of mind and body would have tempted him—he essayed by means of a confidential letter to the President to create discord between the latter and myself. This we could only regret—-but it did not occupy our time or relax, in any degree, our disposition to do him. all the good we could. The flood-gates .of denunciation and defamation were of course opened upon the Administration by the opposition; they had however more ground than usual for their assaults and we had no right to expect that they would ° forego the opportunity to profit by our blunder. Our attention was di-rected to the discovery of a way by which it might, as far as pos-sible, be rectified. It was necessary that he should be sustained, at least for the time, in order to guard from prejudice the character of our foreign service and, by consequence, of our Government and fortunately the facts enabled us to do so with effect. The meeting-of Congress was near at hand'when the news of his flight from St. Petersburg' reached Washington and the subject was thus noticed in the Annual Message:
° MS. IV, y, 95.dlejotf:; brother-in-law and to (!en. \'an Ne ,:i al o a family connection, and left, it to them to ail'urd Mr. Middleton an opporlunity to terminate hi-; mi: ion on hi.; own application. It wa ; in Ihi - way (hat Mr. Hair ilolph'.. formal appointment \\ a delayrd until the summer of JS.'iH.
